


1. Childhood

Ayesha (radi-Allahu anha) was the daughter of the
Prophet's best companion, Abu Bakr As-Siddeeg
(ra). Her mother was Umm Rumman who was prom-
iIsed Paradise by the Prophet ((ijgp.w\&a). Ayesha
was born as a Muslim and raised with pure teach-
iNngs of Islam. She had a brilliant memory and
intelligence. She hardly forgot anything once she
heard it.

Once when she was just five years old
Prophet (ruj«?uw o) visited her father Abu Bakr
and found Ayesha playing with a toy winged horse.
He asked her what it was; she replied it was a horse.
He smiled and answered that horses do not have
wings! Ayesha replied that the horse of Prophet
Sulayman (as) had wings! This shows how
knowledgable she was even at a very young age.




2. The favorite wife

Ayesha (radi-Allahu anha) entered the household of
the Prophet ((\M,A:l;w\ Je) at the age of nine as his
wife in Madinah. Ayesha said, "Jibreel came to the
Prophet ((\Mjaclmmuu) with her image on a green,
silken cloth and he said, “Verily, this is your wife in

this world and in the Hereafter.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi)

Prophet Muhammed ((\Mjag;w\ o) loved Ayesha
dearly because of her praiseworthy qualities.
The Prophet ((X.Wj%LHU\ Je) loved to listen to Ayesha
talking and always smiled when she spoke.
Amr bin Al-As narrated that he came to the
Prophet (rkwjd.:l.cal.\\ Je) and asked, "Who is the most
beloved person to you?" He said, "Ayesha.” | asked,
"Among the men?" He said, "Her father.” | said,
"Who then?" He said, "Then "Umar bin Al-Khattab.”
He then named other men. (Sahih al-Bukhari)

It was in her lap that the Prophet ((tM,«:LMU\J.,a)
passed away. The Prophet was buried in her apart-
ment and that became his final-resting place.




3. The scholar

Ayesha was the foremost among the wives of the
Prophet (ruj«thU\ Je). Since she joined the
Prophet's household at a young age and remained
with him until his last breath she had immense
knowledge about the revelations of the Quran as
well as the teachings of the Prophet (Sunnah). She
ranks only third in the list of the noble companions
who narrated thousands of Ahadith from the
Prophet (ruj«:lum ), preceded only by
Abu Hurairah and Abdullah ibn Umar. She narrated
2210 Ahadith. She was superior to all other women
because of her knowledge and wisdom of the
religion. Other male and female companions of the
Prophet (s 4ds Al Jo) would come to her to learn
about the fine details of islamic knowledge after the
death of the Prophet (duwyade I o).




4. The kind-hearted

Ayesha (radi-Allahu anha) was very tender-hearted
woman who always met the needs of the poor and
never returned them empty-handed. There are
Mmany encouraging stories about her generosity
towards the needy people. She would not keep
anything with herself but give it away. She would
give away hundreds of thousands of dirhams in
charity and leave nothing for herself. One day a
beggar asked Ayesha for something while she was
fasting and there was only a loaf of bread in her
house. She said to her maid, "Give it to him."” The
maid protested, "You will not have anything to
break your fast with.” Ayesha repeated, "Give it to
him,” so she did so. When evening came, the people
of a house or a man who did not usually give to
them, gave them a sheep and some food to go with
it. Ayesha called her maid and said, "Eat from this.
This is better than your loaf of bread.”




4. The promise

Ayesha left this world for Paradise in the year 58
AH (after Hijrah) at the age of 66. She was
promised forgiveness from Allah and
abundant bounties.
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